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Editor: Euan FernslerJoin us for lunch, Noon Wednesdays at the Days Inn

Character Counts! - Kim Kuchenbrod
The Program "Character Counts!" was presented by Kim Kuchenbrod, Independent 
Consultant with Vermilion Advantage.  Character Counts! is a National Coalition of Schools 
and Non-Profit Organizations run by the Josephson Institute of Ethics, based in Los Angeles.  

The program includes teaching the Six Pillars of Character: Trustworthiness, Respect, 
Responsibility, Fairness, Caring & Citizenship.  The local program has been expanded to 
include all Vermilion County youth, with the local Workforce Clusters paying for the 
program. Businesses are given surveys as to what they expect from the future workforce and 
it appears that Ethics is at the top, even before skills.

She stated that over 800 youth from the area attended a kickoff at the Village Mall during 
Character Counts! Week, October 16-21, where they listened intently on how to follow the 
leader.  They all were very receptive to the program concept.  A county-wide program is 
underway where a Banner depicting one of the Six Pillars will be displayed at a business 
somewhere in the community and the contest will be who can identify the location.  HAVE 
YOU SEEN IT???

Branding Time  (a National membership drive from October 1 to November 30)
In brief, 1 Point for Attendance for every Noon meeting attended; 2 Points for bringing a 
prospective member to a meeting; 5 Points (+ a Spur from National) for sponsoring each new 
member; 10 Bonus Points (+ Branding Iron an BIG HAT from National) for sponsoring 3 
new members (that's 25 Points for 3 members); and 50 Points for asking 10 people to join 
(and be eligible for National Contest via web form).

Christmas Parties
KEEP Saturday, December 2 open to help with the Breakfast with Santa at Days Inn from 
9-11:00, with volunteers arriving at 8:00 and the Adult Dance and Pizza Party at Turtle Run 
Golf Club from 1:00 to 3:00 with volunteers arriving at 12:30.

SHOPPING for the children's gifts will be on Sunday, November 26 at 2:00 at Walmart (it 
only takes about an hour).  We'll wrap the gifts during our lunch meeting on Wednesday, 
November 29 (BRING SCISSORS AND TAPE!).

Thanks to Larry Pasquale for volunteering to pick up the bears from Festival of Trees on 
Wednesday as gifts for the Adults Christmas Party.

The Board met on Monday, November 13 and here are a couple highlights...
- Our audit is being conducted by Greg Tissier.  If you received a letter regarding
  confirmation of money paid to AMBUCS for various projects, please fillit out and return
  ASAP.  This audit is very important in obtaining grants for the Sprayground and needs to be
  completed by the end of November.
- Melissa Harrier was officially accepted as a member.
- Current membership stands at 98.  Our Branding Time Goal is 107 members,so we have 8 -
  that's EIGHT - more members to sign up by the end of the month.
-  A final Report from the Raffle Committee showed that the net profit was $16,839.00, just
  slightly lower than last year.  This is attributed to the increase in the cost of the meals
  (which hadn't been changed for many years).

Personal Information Changes?
Please contact Sasha Fitzpatrick at 446-2564 or sashapage@yahoo.com.

Welcome to AMBUCS where we are dedicated to creating opportunities for independence 
for people with disabilities, especially children.  For information about the club, or to 
receive this newsletter weekly, visit www.danvilleambucs.com.

Guests
Greg Tissier was guest of Donna 
Carlton-Vish.  Greg is doing our club audit 
for the previous year and since they were 
working together today, she asked him to 
lunch.  Both Donna and Greg were given 
gifts as part of our Branding Time contest.

Sprayground for Everyone
Bill reported on more donations received. If 
you haven't received your letter to become a 
member of the Century Club, give Bob or 
Bill a call - better yet, send in a check and 
you will be added to the list of contributors!

General Announcements
Special Presentation - Carol Wade with 
D102 presented the Club with a 
microphonetrophy for being named Best 
Service Club 2006.  She stated this was the 
fifth year that AMBUCS has won this award
WAY TO GO, AMBUCS!!!!

AMTYRKE Give-a-way - Donna 
Carlton-Vish recently donated an AmTryke 
to the Special Education Department at 
Horry County School District in South 
Carolina for their therapy program.  Donna's 
daughter and Danville AMBUC member 
Natasha McDonald lives in Myrtle Beach.

New Member Dinner & Orientation will be 
Tuesday, November 28 at Days Inn.  If you 
became a member in 2005 & 2006 and did 
not attend the last orientation in July 2005, 
you are highly encouraged to put this date 
on your calendar. Sponsors of these new 
members, if you don’t get a call from Bill 
Garrison in thenext few weeks, give him a 
call to make sure you and your member are 
included.

Upcoming Programs & Events:
 11/22 - Steve Grunden from Lincolnland
   & Knights of Columbus
 11/28 - New Member Dinner
 11/29 - Big Hat Day & Xmas Wrap
 12/6 - Branding Time contest winners


